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OFFICIAL 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

11 March 2025 

 
SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS SET FOR 2025 NAPLAN TESTS 

 
The annual NAPLAN assessments begin tomorrow (12 March 2025), with almost 1.3 million 
students expected to take the tests in more than 9,400 schools and campuses across Australia. 
 
NAPLAN is the only national assessment that helps teachers, parents and carers see how students 
in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 are progressing in literacy and numeracy over time.  
 
This year, students in Years 5, 7 and 9 will complete a second NAPLAN cycle since the annual test 
changed from being held in March instead of May and the introduction of the new proficiency levels. 
While proficiency levels become more demanding as students move through the NAPLAN years, this 
new data will give the opportunity to see how this cohort of students have progressed between 2023 
and 2025.  
 
Schools and education authorities will again receive preliminary school and student results from the 
assessments early in Term 2, around 4 weeks after the test period ends on 24 March 2025. This 
means teachers will have more time to review the results to inform their teaching and learning 
programs in the current school year.  
 
“This year, you will be able to compare how the same cohort of students have progressed in their 
NAPLAN assessment results since 2023 when the annual test changed from being held in March 
instead of May and set against the new proficiency levels,” ACARA CEO, Stephen Gniel, said. 
 
“This will help education authorities, schools, parents and carers to see how Australian children are 
reaching important literacy and numeracy goals and are progressing against national standards.  
 
“NAPLAN is just one aspect of a school’s assessment and does not replace ongoing assessments 
made by teachers about student performance, but it can provide important additional information 
about a student’s educational progress.” 
 
Mr Gniel explained that NAPLAN is a large-scale operation with more than 4.4 million tests expected 
to be taken this year. ACARA has developed more than 2,500 different test questions which will 
assess how Australian students are performing in reading, writing, grammar and punctuation, 
spelling, and numeracy.  
 
ACARA has been working closely with the Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority 

(QCAA) and the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) over the past week to support schools 

impacted by ex-Tropical Cyclone Alfred in Queensland and northern NSW. The safety and wellbeing 

of students, teachers and school staff is the highest priority.  

 

ACARA has tried and tested procedures in place to manage disruptions. Impacted schools in 

Queensland and northern NSW can delay the start of testing to Monday 17 March 2025. 

 
“A big thank you to our fantastic teachers and schools across all jurisdictions and sectors for all 
their efforts to get ready for NAPLAN, especially in those areas impacted by ex-Tropical Cyclone 

http://www.acara.edu.au/


  

Page  2   
Level 13, Tower B, 280 Elizabeth Street Sydney NSW 2000 
www.acara.edu.au   |   Telephone: 1300 895 563   |   ABN 54 735 928 084 

 

OFFICIAL 

Alfred. I would also like to thank parents and carers for supporting their child during the NAPLAN 
test period,” Mr Gniel said. 
 
Preliminary results will be provided to schools in all domains except writing, which takes longer to 
mark. Schools will receive their full results, including writing, from June 2025, after which parents 
and carers receive their child’s Individual Student Report at the start of Term 3. ACARA is expecting 
to publish the National Results in late July/early August 2025.  
 
For more information about NAPLAN, visit www.nap.edu.au/naplan. 
 
//ENDS  
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